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Continuing the Jazz Tradition

The Reno Jazz Orchestra (RJO) has successfully concluded its FY-2023/2024 performance 
season, and I am excited to present its Annual Report detailing our accomplishments and season 
highlights.

First and foremost, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank all our Benefactors, 
Sponsors, Donors, and Fans who have supported our non-profit organization.  Due to the 
generous donations, we have significantly increased our ability to provide exceptional guest 
artists, artistically creative programming, and world-class education programs to inspire the next 
generation.

Highlights of our past season included hiring Dr. Greg Johnson as RJO’s Music Director and 
Nichole Heglund as our new Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra Director. I am also very grateful to our 
previous Executive Director, Tim Young, for his tireless and unwavering drive to propel the RJO 
forward fiscally and artistically. We also found a perfect new home at the Note-Able Music Therapy 
Services building, with room for rehearsals, classes, and performances.

As the new Executive Director, I look forward to an exciting new year working with all our 
stakeholders, musicians, and students as we continue to provide the best to the living and 
breathing art form we call JAZZ.  I am proud, humbled, and grateful to be a part of such a fantastic 
organization.

Vernon Scarbrough
Executive Director



History & Mission

The Reno Jazz Orchestra has been based in Northern Nevada for over 25 years and was formed 
by musicians who performed and traveled the world with acts such as Frank Sinatra, Sammy 
Davis Jr., Elvis Presley, Natalie Cole, Luciano Pavarotti, and other legendary performers. The 
tradition of jazz excellence set by the founders continues today with jazz professors, educators, 
and graduates from the University of Nevada, Reno’s jazz studies program setting new 
performance standards.



Educational Programs

This past school year was a remarkable success for 
RJO’s Education Programs. Students received 350 hours 
of instruction through various initiatives, including the 
Mentor Program, Saturday Jazz Workshop, Lessons 
Program, Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra, and the Jazz in 
the Schools event. Our dedicated team of 45 instructors 
provided music instructional support to over 900 youth.

Year in Review

An exciting change this spring was the move to the Note-
Able Music Therapy Services building.  With the addition 
of a dedicated RJO classroom, the spring semester of 
the Jazz Workshop, held on Saturdays, welcomed 15 
students from 12 local schools. The students improved 
their ear training, jazz theory, and improvisation skills

Discover Jazz Workshop

with talented instructor Dylan Coleman-Tunstall and guest instructors Nick Bentz, Vincenzo 
Pellegrino, and Tyler Cravines. The semester ended with a dynamic performance at Laughing 
Planet, where students could utilize their skills alongside professional musicians and the Reno 
Youth Jazz Orchestra combo.



Educational Programs

The 25th annual Jazz in the Schools event, held at the University of Nevada, Reno, on February
10th, saw a record attendance of 425 student musicians and featured 18 school ensemble
performances. The University of Nevada, Reno jazz faculty offered both beginning and
advanced improvisation clinics. Students had the invaluable opportunity to work with trombonist,
composer, and educator Dean Sorenson, as well as talented musicians Anisha Rush, Barb
Catlin, and Gary Mayne.

Jazz in the Schools

•	 Billinghurst Middle School Band
•	 Billinghurst Middle School Golden Strings
•	 Carson Middle School
•	 Carson High School
•	 Damonte Ranch High School
•	 Depoali Middle School
•	 Hug High School

Participating Schools
•	 Incline Middle School
•	 McQueen High School Band
•	 McQueen High School Eclectic Orchestra
•	 North Valleys High School
•	 Reno High School
•	 Shaw Middle School
•	 Swope Middle School



Now in its fourth semester, RJO’s Lessons Program continues to serve local Title I schools, 
offering students from low-income families the opportunity to receive additional instruction at no 
cost. This year, RJO partnered with Traner Middle School and Wooster High School, providing 
over 140 hours of individual and small group music lessons during the school day with the help of 
11 local instructors.

Lessons Program

The Reno Jazz Orchestra Mentor Program completed its 13th year, continuing its mission to 
support jazz education in local schools. Professional jazz musicians and educators guided 
improvisation, jazz style, and instrument-specific techniques. This past school year, 14 RJO 
Mentors conducted 110 sessions at nine different schools, all at no cost to the schools, thanks to 
the support of our donors.

Mentor Program

•	 Billinghurst Middle School
•	 Carson High School
•	 Depoali Middle School
•	 Hug High School
•	 McQueen High School Band

Participating Schools
•	 McQueen High School Eclectic Orchestra
•	 North Valleys High School
•	 Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra
•	 Shaw Middle School
•	 Swope Middle School

Educational Programs



The Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra (RYJO) is a platform for big band performances by young 
musicians. The 18th season commenced in November after a successful audition period in 
October 2023, which saw an increased number of students. RYJO performed 13 times this year, 
including at prominent events like the J Resort Pool Party, The Theatre, Folsom Jazz Festival, and 
the Nevada Museum of Art.

Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra

Educational Programs



Educational Programs

•	 July 12: RYJO Performance at McKinley Arts Center
•	 July 29: RYJO Performance at J Resort
•	 August - November: Fall Mentor Program, Lessons Program, Fall Jazz Workshop
•	 November - July: Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra Season
•	 December 3: RYJO Opens for RJO Holiday Concert
•	 January - April: Spring Mentor Program, Jazz Workshops, Lessons Program
•	 January 27: RYJO Performance at Folsom Jazz Festival
•	 February 10: Jazz in the Schools
•	 March 9: RYJO Performance at Bartley Ranch Interpretive Center
•	 April 13: RYJO Performance at Nevada Museum of Art
•	 June 2: Workshop & RYJO Combo Performance at Laughing Planet
•	 June 6: RYJO Performance at Promenade on the River
•	 June 30: RYJO Performance at J Resort Pool Party

2023/2024 Education Programs & Performances



Educational Programs

Thank you for your continued support in fostering the next generation of jazz musicians. Your 
contributions make these programs possible and help us reach more students annually.



Reno Jazz Orchestra

•	 July 2023: Hot House – “One Night at the Savoy” (two shows)
•	 August 2023: “Tom Scott with the RJO” - (two shows)
•	 August 2023: Carson City Jazz and Beyond Festival
•	 September 2023: May Arboretum  Society’s ‘Picnic in the Park”  Music Series
•	 October 2023: “Creative Directions in Jazz”  
•	 November 2023: “Such Sweet Thunder” with the RJO & Saturday Workshop 

Students (two shows)
•	 December 2023: “Holiday Jazz: Music of the Season”  
•	 February 2024: “Trombone Extravaganza” 
•	 March 2024: “Jazz Around the World”

2023/2024 RJO Calendar Highlights



Financial Highlights

Income and Expense by Month
July 2023 through June 2024



Financial Highlights

Expense Summary
July 2023 through June 2024



Financial Highlights

Income Summary
July 2023 through June 2024



Our Gracious Donors

Legacy Society ~
Jim and Jane Nichols
Susan Mazer & Dallas Smith
Chuck and Candy Reider

Circle of Friends ~

Anonymous
Anonymous
Susan Mazer and Dallas Smith

Platinum Donors  ($20,000+)

Sandra Cath and David Contis
Julie and Craig Rauchle
John Ben Snow Foundation
Ursula and Richard Tracy

Gold Donors  ($10,000+)

Dent Hand, Jr.
Lana and Steve Hardy
Rachelle and Wayne Prim
Sandra Raffealli – In Honor of Jim Kidder
Linda and King Won – In Honor of Sue Ying Fong

Silver Donors  ($5,000+)

Suzanne and Matthew Booher
Robert Dolan
Mike Eardley
Patty Engels and Dick Medland
Steven Fields
Lillian and Steve Frank
Ruthie and Jim Garaventa
Pricilla and Nate Gordon
Lauren and Joe Gorman
Jean and Maurice Heley
Susan and Victor Henney
Alicia and Jim House
Mary Ann and James Kidder
Janet and Monte Klein Family Foundation
Sara and Leonard Lafrance
Martha and Bruce MacKay 
Christine and Parky May
Charlotte McConnell
Deanna Nelson
Jane and Jim Nichols
Candy and Chuck Reider

Bronze Donors  ($1,000+)



Our Gracious Donors

Nancy Rose
Irene and Steve Self
Lois and Don Smaltz – In memory of Leonard 
Neidhold
Gloria and Dean Smith
Jennifer Stern
Scott Thunder
Timothy Young

Bronze Donors  ($1,000+)

Ginnie Kersey
Jennifer Mannix
Lois and Robert Strejc
Gigi and Lash Turville

RJO Partners  ($500+)

Anne and Mark Bacon
Richard Busse
Julie and Steve Cader
Kim and Dion Clancy
Jacquelyn Colton
Kris and Don Coppa

RJO Fans  ($100+)

Marilyn Costa
Linda Crowell
Lynn and Richard Cusac
Denise DeSantis
Joshua Dunlap
Kathy Farr
Suzanne Fox
Cheryl Ghusn
Claire Gray
Jana and Randall Greer
Ruth R. Gregory 
Peter Haas
Kari Hansen
Paul Himmelright
Denise and Michael Hurst
Laura Jackson
Stanley Jaeger
Diane and Mike Jankiewicz
Nathan Kline
Mary and Frank Marfisi
Kristin Mayer 
Barbara McMeen

RJO Fans  ($100+)



Glenn Miles
Muriel Jackson Moss
Nancy Moss
Rosemary Murray
Linda and Steve Newberg
Julie Newton
Linda Nordvig
Nettie Oliverio
Joy Orlich
Doris and Steve Phelps
Andrea and Richard Ray
Nancy and Dave Reider
Baiba and Ainars Rodins
Karen and Vern Scarbrough
Jane and Dr. Schwenk
Kaye Shackford – In Memory of Joe Shackford
Meri Shadley
Beverly and Chris Shea
Carolyn Smith
Karen Traynor
C.J Walters
Vernon Watts
Vera and Lee Weber

RJO Fans  ($100+)

Our Gracious Donors

Shawna Adams
Samual Anderson
Theresa Angerman
Michael Brandman
Barbara Cook
Lee Deal
Eric Durfee
Helen Durfee
Traci Ferrante
Cynthia Gillis
William Hoeft
Nathan Kline
Debbie Lewis
Merridee McNelly
Eli Rapaich
Robert Ressler
Amy and Steven Schonfeld
Robert Seymour
Bonspirit Solutions
Meeks Vaughn
Karen Vibe

RJO Friends  ($25+)



Our Gracious Donors

David Auslander
Robin Baker
Derek Bowlen
Shan Evans
Alexis Nunes-Fenley Bruce Freeman
Marjorie Fickes
Michelle Gregor
Carole Goodman
William Hoeft
Debbie Lewis
Greg Long
Troy Melin
Andria Menicucci
Jenny Mittleman
Sean Moore
Shawn Pennell
Jennifer Peterson
Mary Replogle
Tina Romero
Maria Sauter
Debra Schodienst
Robert Seymour
Amy Ulmer

Starving Artists  ($10+)
Absolute Music 
American Federation of Musicians 
American Music Foundation 
City of Reno 
Education Alliance of Washoe County 
For the Love of Jazz
J Resort
KUNR Music Performance Trust Fund 
National Endowment for the Arts  
Nevada State Parks 
Nevada Arts Council 
Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation
Tanglewood Productions 
Thunder Vick & Co. 

Corporate Sponsors & Community Partners



Reno Jazz Orchestra Board and Staff

Chuck Reider - President
Andrew Woodard — Secretary
Scott Thunder — Treasurer
Dallas Smith
Vernon Scarbrough
Mike Eardley
Linda Newberg
Scot Marshall
Joe Gorman
Matt Booher

2023 – 2024 Staff
Tim Young, Executive Director 
Nichole Heglund, Education Director
Lee Weber Koch, Marketing  and Development Director
Danne Polk – Webmaster / Graphics Designer
Alana Ridge – Social Media Manager
Vernon Scarbrough – RYJO Music Director
Karen Scarbrough – Director of Programs and Development
Diana Stewart – Events Manager

2023 – 2024 Board of Directors



Inspiring Our Youth, Making Music Together
Due to the generous support of our donors and community, the performances of the Reno Jazz 
Orchestra and Reno Youth Jazz Orchestra continue to enrich our community’s cultural landscape, 
inspire excellence and collaboration, and transform lives through education.

Let us all celebrate how music connects us all for all the right reasons.

Thank you for your support. 



Contact Us

support@renojazzorchestra.org
775-372-6160

RenoJazzOrchestra.org

2590 Orovada Street
Reno, NV 89512

Like us, follow us, Share your love of Jazz.


